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Gatarians, Chap. v. Ver. 1. 
Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty 


wherewith CHRIS T hath made us 


free; and be not entangled again 
with the Yoke of Bondage. | 


HE firſt Converts to Chriſti- 
FP =—Y anity from among the Fews 
== were ſo exceedingly zealous 
for the ritual Part of the Law 
of Moss, that they were 
for impoſing the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of it even on the 
ReYAS Gentile Converts, ſtrongly 
contending, that unle/s they were circumciſed, and 
kept the Law of Moſes, they cou'd not be ſaved. 
To whom St. Paul, the great Apoſtle of the 
Genites, gave Place by Subjection, no not for an 
Hour, that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue 
with them, whom he had converted to the Faith 
in Chriſt ; and not content with a bare withſland- 
ing them to the Face, who were to be blamed in this 
Matter, he took Care to guard his Converts 
againſt the pernicious Inſinuations of thoſe, who 
wou'd have ſeduced them out of their Chriſtian 
Liberty, by writing to them at large concerning, 
this Point, and ſhewing them the Nullity, and 
Inſignificancy of the Few:;/b Law under the Goſ- 


A 2 pel 


= . 
[ 4 ] 
pel-Diſpenſation to their Juſtification and Salva- 
tion. This Point the Apoſtle profecutes by a 
Variety of Arguments in ſeveral of his Epiſtles ; 
and having in this to the Galatians Far ane 


in the Chapter immediately preceding the Text 
argued with the Jes [or Judaizing Chriſtians] 
after #he:r Manner, from an allegorical Interpre- 
tation of the Hiſtory of Sarab and Agar, with 
their two Sons Jaac and IÞmabel ; the former a 
Fe- Woman with her Off-ſpring partaking of 
her Freedom, the latter a Bond- Woman with her 
Iſſue ſubjected to the ſame Bondage with her, and 
comparing the Jes under the Law to this laſt, 
but the Cbriſtians under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation 
to the firſt, concludes the Chapter with theſe 
Words: So then Bretbren we (i. e. we Chriſtians) 
ere not Children of the Bond- Moman but of the 
Free: From whence, by way of Inference, he 
gives them this Exhortation contained in the 
Text, Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty, where- 
with Chriſt bath made us fret; and be not en- 
tangled again with the Yoke of Bondage, © 
Which Words are ftri#tly applicable only to 
that fort of Liberty, or Freedom, which the Apoſtle 
is diſcourſing of in the Context, viz. a Freedom 
from the Yoke and Bondage of the ritual Law of 
Moſes, as given upon Mount Sinai, by Virtue of 
the Goſpel-Diſpenſation z yet by a Parity of Rea- 
fon we may argue from them to any other In- 
ſtance of valuable Liberty, to which, by Nature, 
and the Laws of Chriſt we have a rightful Title ; 
and may conclude from them at leaſt thus much, 

that it is the Duty of every Man, to endeavour 10 
retain aud keep Poſſeſſion of that Liberty, 12 7 
9 n 


8 

Civil or REeticious, which the Providence o 
God has bleſ'd him with, and not readily ſuffer 
Bimfelf to be entangled with any Yoke of Bondage, — 
Which Propoſition I intend to conſider at this 
Time with a particular View to that Liberty, 
which we of theſe Nations have for many Years 
enjoyed by Means of the glorious RevoruTiON 
brought about (under God) by our great Deli- 
verer King WILLIAM, who was the noble Inſtru- 
ment in the Hands of Providence of reſcuing us 
from a Yoke of Bondage, which as our. Fathers 
were not, ſo neither ſhou”d we be able to bear, 
The Reaſon of my leading your Thoughts to 
this Subject at preſent is, becauſe every Thing 
that is dear and valuable to us, as Men, as Chri- 
ſtians, and Proteſtants, appear to be in Danger 
from an actual Inſurrection at this Time within 
the Kingdom, in favour, of a Popisg Pretender 
to the Crown of theſe Realms, to be ſupported 
in all Probability by an Invaſion of Foreigners 

from Abroad. 2 
And let not any one ſay, or imagine, that a 
Diſcourſe upon this Point is improper from this 
Place, as if it were a Preaching up of Politicks 
and Party-Matters; for in truth this is not an 
Affair of Party, but touches a/! Engliſhmen, and 
Proteſtants equally. It is an Attempt, which muſt 
determine, no leſs points, than whether we ſhall 
remain Chriſtians, „une and Members of 
an uncorrupt Church free as we are now from the 
Tyranny of Rome; and continue a People enjoy- 
ing Liberty and Property under the Protection of 
Laws; or not. — It is not a Matter of mere Diſ- 
pute (as it was formerly in theſe Kingdoms be- 
tween 


—_— 

tween the Houſes of York and LANcASTER) 
which has the moſt rightful Title to the Throne ; 
but all our Rights and Privileges are at Stake, 
and muſt ſtand or fall with his preſent Majeſty 
King GeorGt, on whoſe Safety, and Preſerva- 
tion in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of his Throne de- 
pends the Continuance to ug of all thoſe Civil 
and Religious Rights, which we have ſo long and 
fo unmoleſted enjoyed under his mild, and graci- 
ous Government, For if once the Pretender 
ſhou'd get Poſſeſſion of the Throne, notwith- 
ſtanding all his fze Words, and fair Speeches, 

we ſhou'd preſently become the molt wretched 
Slaves imaginable z for what cou*d we reaſonably 
expect under the Government of one, Who is 
himſelf a SLave (and that too of the vileft Sort! 


a Slave to Popiſh Bigotry, and the Corruption of 
. Jdolatry ) but the utmoſt Tyranny and the ex- 


tremeft Oppreſſion? This therefore being the 
Caſe, I think it will not be in the leaſt an impro- 
per, or unuſeful (perhaps too a not unpleaſant) 
Way of employing my Time, and your Thoughts 
at preſent with ſome Conſiderations : , 


I. On the Nature of that Liberty, wherewith 
next under God we were made free at the Revo- 
lution by our glorious and immortal Deliverer 
King WIILIAM. Mie 
II. I ſhall ſhew you the Reaſonableneſs of our 
ſtanding faſt in this Liberty, and not ſuffering 


ourſelves to be entangled again with the Yoke of 


Bondage. 


III. I ſhall point out to you, what muſt be done 
by us, particularly at this Pime, in order to our 
{ſtanding faſt in this Liberty. I. I am 


— Wy 

I. Iam to lay before ye ſome Conſiderations 
on the Nature of that Liberty, wherewith next 
under God we were made free at the Revolution 
by our glorious and immortal Deliverer King 
WILLIAM. | 


Now this, as I have hinted already is to- 


fold, Ciuil and Religious, both which were equally 
ſtruck at by our Enemies in the Reign of King 
James the Second, which brought upon that un- 
fortunate and deluded Monarch his Ruin; and 
both which in theſe Kingdoms cannot but fall or 
ſtand::together ; the Reformed Religion and true 
Engliſh Liberty being inſeparably united and con- 
nected together. However, for the Sake of Di- 
ſtinction and Method let us take a ſeparate View 
8 1. We were made free with a Religious Li- 
Berty, by being preſerved from falling back un- 
der that Yoke and Bondage of Popery and all its 
deteſtable Enormities, from which we had ori- 


How the Uſurpations of the Pope at firſt got 
footing in the World, and by what Means they 
grew up to that enormous Height, which they 
have been at for ſome Centuries paſt ; how Cor- 
ruption and Depravity in Principles and Practice 
crept into the Church of Chriſt at firſt, and wha 
it was that nursꝰ d and foſter'd them, till at laſt 
Tniquity came to be eftabliſhed by a Law, and graven 
Images were *worſhipped by the Commandment even 
of Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church, it is beſide 
our preſent Purpoſe to enquire, Let it ſuffice 
juſt to mention : thoſe flagrant Inſtances of 
SLAVERY, which, it is notorious to all the World, 


every 


\ 


ginally been delivered at the ReroRMATION. 
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\_ every Member of the Church of Rome muſt en- 


tirely ſubmit to, with the moſt ahjea Reſignation, 
and profound Submiſſion, and from which we 
were happily delivered at the Revolution. 
And were there no other, than that which firſt 
preſents itſelf to our View, viz. that innumera- 

ble Multitude of faperfitions and vain Ceremo- 
nies, with which the Service of that Church is 
encumber d, we might account it a very deſirable 
Liberty to be fried even from this alane. It is 
fuch a kind of Liberty exactly, as that the Apoſtle 
.exhorts. the Galations in my Text to ſtand faſt 
in, and with which he tells them Cbriſt hath made 
us free, The Yoke of Bandage they were then 
in Danger of being entangled in, being no other 
than a ritnal Service, made up of an 
infinite Number of Ceremonies, which tho? opigi- 

nally inſtituted by God himſelf, for many wiſe 
and good Purpoſes, to keep that 2 Res em- 
yed in his own Service, and to prevent 

Delection from him to imagi or bee 
was nevertheleſs become a 3 

r ee 
fore our Saviour blotted out the Hand-writing of 
| Ordinances, that was againſt us, which wes can- 
trary to us, aud took it out of the Wa, nailing 
it to bis Croſs ; or as it is otherwhere exprefs*d, 
Theſe carnal Ordinances were impoſed on them only 
Lill the Time of Reformation, they were only a N- 
gure for the Time then prefent, a Shadow of bea- 
ven Things, but tbe B of Chriſt. As there- 
fore the Type and * be of no 
Uſe er Service, when the real Subſtance and 
*** hath redeemed us 


from 
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from the Slavery of Numberleſs Rites and Cere«. 


monies, commanding us (ſince God ts a Spirit) 
ro worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, it certainly 
muſt be very grievous and irkſome to every in- 
genuous Chriſtian, who has the leaſt Notion of 


true Liberty, to be tied down to the Obſervance 


of Numberleſs, inſignificant, vain, ridiculous, and 
idolatrous Ceremonies, An by ignorant and 
ch in Truth and Reali- 


7 ſerve to no other End, but to cloud and obſcure 
> Worſhip of God, and to make that an into- 


lerable Burthen, which when exhibited in its na- 


tive Simplicity is perfect Eaſe and Reſt. Come 
unto me (faith our Saviour) all ye that travel and 


art heavy laden, and I will give you Reft, Whereas 


the Church of Rome's Invitation to all; whom ſhe 
wou'd have to join in her Communion, muſt be 
according to the Truth and Reality of the Caſe, 
«© Come" unto me all ye, that now enjoy your 
« Liberty and Eaſe, and I. will make you the 
«© moſt abject Slaves, and lay upon your Necks 
„ a prievons 'Yoke, an intolerable -Burthen of 
« idle Ceremonies, and uſeleſs Fopperies, which 
ye mult of Neceſſity ſtrictly conform to, un- 
« der Pain of the Loſs of all Things, which 
«© gught to be eſteem'd valuable by you, as ye 
< are Men and Chriſtians. . But not to dwe 

too long upon this (for tho? it be indeed a moſt 
villainous fort of Slavery, yet when 'compar'd 
with What is to follow, it ſeems as nothing) let 
us turn our Eyes to another moſt dreadful In- 


ſtanee of Slavery and undue Subjection, which 
the Church of Rome exacts from all her Vota- 


ties, and from which we were moſt happily de- 
Ne B livered 


tl. 


Genuflexions before lifeleſs Pictures and Images, 
and their ſubmiſe Yeneration,of a ſmall round 


Wafer, with the ſame kind of Worſhip and Ho- 


n as is due only to Almighty God, And 
What can poſſibly be a greater Grievance to a 
Chriſtian, who knows it to be his Duty to wor- 
ſhip 3 Find his Gad, and to ſerve bim oN v, 
than to be obliged to bow down to the Stock of 


Tree ? Is it not a. great REG of our 
Maker, as well as a debaſing our own Digniy to 
fall down and work a Lump of /ard Matter, 


in-every reſpect poſſible to be named ſo much our 
inferior ? Let this vile Proſtitution of ourſelves 
mult. we tamely ſubmit to, if a Popiſh Prince 
ſhou'd reign over us; from this moſt ignominious 


Slavery were we gloriouſly delivered at the Revo- 


lution, and reſtor'd again to the Liberty of aſ- 
ſerring the Dignity of human Nature. 


| Ignorance. is the immediate Parent, the direct 
Progenitor of all Spiritual Bondage; it emaſcu- 
lates the Mind, and enfeebles the whole Frame 
and Temper of the Soul, rendering Men tame, 
and mean, and abject in Spirit. Now, whoever 


hath but heard of the Church of Rome, knows it 
do be one of her ſcandalous Maxims, by Which 


ſhe domineers over the whole World, that Igno- 
rance is the Mother of Devotion: And accord- 
ingly makes uſe of all her Power to keep the 
Bulk of the People in the extremeſt Ignorance; 


more eſpecially with regard to all Things con- 


cerning Religion, by locking up that Treaſure of 


Know- 


livered at the Revolution, and that is to be ſeen in 
Their idolatrous Proſtrations, Bowings, and 


| Beaſts who have no Se 


1 121 
Knowledge in heavenly Things, the Holy — 2 
tures, in an unknown Tongue, and by interdict- 
ing thoſe, who may chance to have any Know- 
ledge of that Tongue, from reading 
ſpecial Licenſe from their Superiots, under Pain 
of the ſevereſt Penalties, Nay, ſhe will not truſt 
even Common Prayer to the Underſtandings of the 
People by having it in a known Tongue, leſt 
they ſhou'd thereby (as they certainly wou?d ſoon) 
diſcover the groſs Errors with which their Maſs- 
Book and Breviaries abound : But even this is 
rformed in a ſtrange Language, ſcarcely in the 
earing (for by Rubric they are commanded to 


mutter a great Part of the Service) and not at all 


to the Underſtanding of the Congregation: And 
what a ſervile Subjection is this] not to be 


truſted with the Knowledge of what we pray to 


God for, but taking all ayes Credit ; like Brute 
e 


their natural Ignorance (invincible in this reſpectl) 
abſolutely incapable of it. But wherein does the 


Man excel the Brute, who ſtill retains his natural 


Ignorance in Divine Things; and tho? he hath a 
Capacity to know, yet is over-awed and intimida- 
ted from 'making uſe of his Faculties in the 
Search after Truth? 38. | 
Another moſt notorious Inſtance of the Slavery 
of eyery one, in Communion with the Church of 
Rome, is their avowed Subjection to the Biſhop of 


that particular See, as to an Authority abſolutely 
_ Infallible ; and whoſe Decifions All (both Clergy 


and Laity) are ſervilely to ſubmit to, tho? ever 
ſo contradictory to the expreſs Word of God, 


contained in the Holy Scriptures : From whence 


ariſes 2 This 


it without 


of Religion, and by 


12 


This moſt 4 2 deteſtable Slavery, to 


which the Roman Church wou'd ſubject the whole 
World, vis. not to dare thint for themſelves in 


Matters of Religion, nor preſume to ſpeak what 


may caſually occur to their Fhoughts concerning 


it ; but to take all upon Truſt ; blindly and im- 
Plicithy to believe, what they are told to believe; 
openly to avow and ſtand up in Defence and Pro- 
ation of that Belief, whatever they may think 
in their own Minds to the contrary ; not pretend 
to examine at any Time the Church's Tenets, or 
Articles of Faith and Religion by unbiaſed Rea- 
ſon, and the fincere Word of God, but to take 


all that is delivered to them for granted, with 


out the leaſt Enquiry ; and to. niſque their Salva- 


tion and eternal Happineſs upon the Pope's Credit. 


Now, who wou'd not to be ſecured from 
falling into ſuch a State of ſervile Subj ection 3 
and having at any Time been delivered from it, 


endeavour by all Means to ſtand faſt in his Chri- 
ian Liberty, with moſt grateful Acknowledg- 


ments to thoſe, who had been the happy Inſtru- 


ments in preſerving," or reſtoring it to us, with 


all its invaluable Bleſſings, and Privileges natu- 


rally attending it ? And having taken this 


diſtinct View of thoſe Religious Liberties, which 
were very nigh being loſt, but recover*d -to us 


by and at the Revolution, Let us now conſider 


ole Civil Liberties, which were going to ſuffer 


the ſame Fate with the former, but, happily re- 


ſtor'd to us by our great Deliverer z and not only 
ſo, but inſur'd to us and our Poſterity by the 
Succeſſion, to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms be- 
ing entail'd on Proteſtants 1 in the illuſtrious Houſe 


of 


1 


x 


| 


x 


one Part on the other, but 
1 wa and Union to promote the Well Lys 
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of Hanover. And i it can hardly fail. of Succeſs, 
unleſs we ſhou'd be fo fatally dehuded, as to fight 
our Enemies Battles for them,” and be 8 
acceſſary to our own Deſtruction. For, 

$ 2. The great jury of Civil Liberty con⸗ 
ſiſts in the Sy Maintenance of our 
tegal Canter, without an Encroachment of 
I moving in Har- 


Proſperity of the Nation in general; the Kin 
no Time making any Attempts againſt the Fri- 
— es and Rights of the People (and we may 

the moſt implacable Enemy of his Majeſty 
2 name any on Inſtance, during his whole 

N of any the leaſt Attempt 9 injure gur 
lega Conftiracion in Church and State, ↄr to 11 
the equal and impartial Courſe ef the {AS 
fay the King making no Attempts againſt 
Privileges and Rights of the People) and = 
on the other hand not diſtreſſing his Adminiftra- 
tian, - by fraious and unreaſonable Oppoſition 3 
then 1t is that our Conſtitution appears in its ge- 
nuine Luſtre, and true Civil Liberty ariſing there- 
from deffuſes its Bleſſings to the moſt diſtant Cor- 


ners of the Land. This happy State of Things 


was intended to be eſtabliſhed by the Revolution, 


and one Part at leaſt has conſtantly ſubſiſted ever 


ſince the Acceſſion of his preſent Maj ey, and his 
Tlluftrious Fatber to the T hrone; and it is vu 


entirely to ourſelves (at leaſt to the ungratefu 


and bad Behaviour of ſome among ourſelves) if 
we have not been quite ſo happy, as they have 
wiſhed to make us. And whatever ſuppoſed 

| Errors 
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Errors i in the difficult Task of Gen A 
have hap this we have all experienced, 
that no a8 Civil Liberty hath been in the leaſt 
ed whe or belide Law ; but rather per- 


haps 1 ſhewn even to thoſe, 
= war 0 tly vilifying that mild Govern- 


| Log under which we have {0 long lived. in the 


leges. 
Arbitary and Tao Sway, impoſing Taxes 
and railing Subſidies by Proclamation only, with- 
out Conſent of Parliament; illegal ſtopping of 
che Courle of Juſtice, by impeding the free and 
im Execution of the Laws ; unjuſtifiable 
ſecutions without Ground, or „Ar of Rea- 
„ againſt both private Perſons and public 
| and in the Wantonneſs of Power 
dif] thoſe Judges, who wou'd not give un- 
ov brag not only 8 but againſt Law 
in ſu of ſuch Ty ae + 
more ving the Subject o k 
and i out of e Rpt 
Inſolence of Pride, are ſome of thoſe. Civil Grie- 
vances, from which we were delivered at the Re- 
volution; and the bare Mention of theſe alone 
ſhow'd ſtir up every EncGLIisHMAN to an Abhor- 
rence of thoſe Wretches, and all their infamous 
Tools, who wou'd introduce again among us 
ſuch a dreadful Diſorder, as then reigned through- 
out the Land; and would again take Place with 
double Vengeance over every Proteſtant, if the 
Pretender ſhow ſhou*d once get Polſeſon of the Throne 


of theſe Kingdoms. But this puts me in mind 
of the ons Particular I 8 to ſpeak to, 
which was, II. To 


Es our Rights and Privi- 


$3 Nay, 


” 


bert, and not ſuffer. ourſelves to be entangled 


| be. Amen, ty is may not be altogether amiſs 


of our Religious Liberty is not only 


1481 
II. To ſhew you the Reaſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of endeavouring to ſtand faſt in our Li- 


again with the Yoke'of Bondage. 

| And after what hath been ſaid, there need not 
be uſed many Words to prove this; for what 
I have laid before ye arè not mere #betorical 
Floutiſhes and Invectives, to ſet off and em- 
belliſh- a Diſcourſe, but p lain Matter of Fus, 
which any one that will — open his Eyes may 
be aſſur d of, ind 10 Ge of alien now 
— were Eye-Witrieffes juſt before the 
However, as this is a. ipal Point to 


6 e ene fr, pairs as 
and Which may lerve to convince cen che moſt 
heedleſs and indifferent of the Nuceſſ and Rea- 
ſenableneſs of endeavouting to aſt in this 
Liberty, wherewith y.ths' goed Providence of 

God ws here hate aA gr 
$ 1. The Ea wedgw enjoy wicket; which 
A to us, as we are Men and Chri- 
oice of Reaſon and the Words of 


ftians : 
hed it to be our Right and Property, 


and the fundamentabhle. Laws of this Kingdom ra- 
tify and confirm it co us. The full Enjoyment 
but the actual Exerciſe of it enjoyn'd us in the 
New TzsTamenT. We are herein commanded 

to ſearch the Scriptures z, to prove all Things ;' and 

to try the Spirits whether they be of God : And ſo 
far is an abject Slavery, and ſervile Submiſſion to 
mere Authority in Matters of Religious Faith or 
nnd from being agreeable to the true Spirit 
of 
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BY [ 16 1 
& Chriſtianity, that we are in the Gol 
preſsly commanded by our Saviour himfelf to d 
no Man Father, vr Maſter upon Earth, i. e. Jo #8 * 
to ſubmit to any one's Deciſion in Points of 


Doctrine, without Examination by the Rule of 
God's Word, but to acknowledge one only Fu- 


only, Maſt # and infallible Guide, which is Chi 
bimiſelf.- Yeo: aud tui even MF. vounszIVEs (faith 
our Saviour) judge ye not what - 
great Apoſtle: of the Gontiles, wriring to 
the Gercke faith, I ſpeak. as — wiſe Mon, 
JUDGE; YE: what I ſay. So far were our Saviour 
or St. Patel from exacti 
faviſb Subjection from Men, that we find here 
they —_ to the common Reaſon” and Senſe 
of Mankind for the Truth of their Concluſions! 
and word have them become Chriſtians 8 
the Foot of Reaſon and Liberty, as rational Cr̃ea- 
tures and Freemen, not as ſlaviſh Vaſſals or Brute 
Beaſts that have no Underſtanding, = 1" .YS 
To do as one is bid, ſhews ingeed a compliant 


they goon or bad; is no great Argument of i 
dom or of Virtue.— Beaſts, tis true, are obhliged 


by the Law of their Nature to follow a blind In. 
2 2 which we call Inftin# ; but for this very 


eaſon it is, that they are wholly incapable of all 


Moral or Religious Obligations: Now the Man 


who in his Conduct reſembles the Beaſts in a blind 


Submiſſion, and implicit Obedience to any Au- 

thority (which is a kind of Impulſe, or 2 orce over 

the Mind) can fever truly be ſaid to be religi- 

ous, or morally good, any more than the "The 
w 


* 


g:; And the 


ing a blind Submiſſion, and 


Temper; but indy to ſubmit in all Things, be 


e 
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Sho blindly follows the Inpulſe of his Nature, 
—n deſerve theſe honourable Characters. A 
Freedom of Enquiry therefore, and Liberty of 
Choice is abſolutely neceflaty to the Being of 
Virtue and Religion ; nor is their any Reaſon 
poſſible tb be aſſigned why Man ſhou'd be ac- 
bs ufitable for his Actions, but upon Suppoſition 
= | that he is a Free Agent. As God therefore 

hath made Men free, it certainly is beſt they 

ſhou'd remain ſuch ; and it muſt be 92 to 

his il, if they do not continue in the ſame 

State of Freedom, and always enjoy that Liberty 

he hath been pleaſed to beſtow upon them. Tamely 
to give up this molt valuable Privilege, or 

ul to be inſtrumental in depriving others 

of it, is a direct counteracting the Works of 

God, who would that all Men ſhou'd .tbink for 
| themſelves, otherwiſe he wou'd never have en- 

dow*d them with thoſe noble Faculties of Reaſon ' 

and Reflection: Fot to what other Purpoſe could 
the Lord light up bis Candle in our Souls, but to 
illuminate our Underſtandings, that we may 
judge for ourſelves, eſpecially in thoſe Caſes 
which ſo nearly and intimately concern us? 

8 2. As to our Civil Rights and Liberty Chri- 

ſtianity leaves us juſt where it found us, nor does 

the Law of God enforce any ſort of Submiſſion, 

but what is perfectly conformable to the Rules of 

right Reaſon, and the Laws of our Country. 

Some Men indeed there have been among us, 

who have endeavoured to wreſt the Scriptures to 
tayour an abſolute and diſpenſing Power in 
by Kings, and to ſet them above the Laws (and 

| ſuch were they, who puſh'd on King James the 
. . S chnd 


Enemies equally with theirs, 


(38 ] 

Second to all his deſtrüctive Meaſures) . 
others, who were Friends to the Revolution (and 
in that to Reaſon, Truth and Senſe !) have 
abundantly proved the contrary, and ſtated the 


Meaſures of Submiſſion in ſuch a Manner, as is per- 
fe&ly agreeable to the Laws of Nature, of God, 


and of this. Land; and have ſhewn that the 


governed Society — a Right of Self-Defence 
againſt the Encroachmerits and Uſurpations of 
Tyrannical Governors, and that it is not only 
lawful, but glorious to reſiſt ſuch, arid ſet up 
others who will conſult the Good and Welfare of 
bs, they Society ; which & long as they continue to 

"have a R$! to our Obedience, and 

ſtance "againſt 85 


Enemies, who are our 


§ 3. In e next Place let us confider; that 

As the Liberty we now enjoy is what 

to us as Men and Chriſtians, ſo is it what 
hath been © Hot marvelouſly preſerved to us more 
than once, when it ſeemed well-nigh loſt; and 
the Providence of God hath moſt manifeſtly in- 
terpoſed in its ſupport, when all other Bie 
ſeemed to fail. Particulatly at the Time of the 
late Revolution, when our whole Conſtipation. 
and the Proteſtant Religion were expoſed” * 


utmoſt Hazard, and almoſt totally deſtro 


thoſe who ſhou'd have been the e of 
both, being the very Perſons, WhO 71 
their Deſtruction, then it was that it AL 
mighty God to raiſe up for us a Deli N de 
late gleriqus and immortal King WiLLIaM, and 
in favour of him ſo to dif] © che Wind and the 


Scas, the Hearts of his. nds nay and hes 
| 0 


[9] 


Mall before him, and to give ſuch ſpeedy Succeſs 
to his Undertaking, that the Popiſh Enemies of 
our Country's Happinefs were wholly confound- 
ed, to the great for oy of thoſe who loved their 
Native Country and the Proteſtant Religion, and 
were ſenſible of the trut Intereſt of both. After 
all Rich, it muſt be an Inſtance of the higheſt 
Ingratitude and Diſingenuity, not to endeavour 
to ſtand faſt in this Liberty, with which God hath 
thus made us free. However, 


$ 4. Let us conſider, that this is not only what 


we may be, but actually are in Danger at this 
Time of loſing, without due Care and Diligence 
to preſerve it. Engaged in War with-two very 
werful Enemies, one of whom wanted to wreſt 
{rod us à moſt valuable Branch of our Com- 
merce, the other the common Enemy and Diſtur- 


ber of the Peace and Liberties of Europe ; and 


both by Principle and Intereſt, ed to ſet up 
a Popiſh Pretender to the Throne of theſe King- 
doms, who is at this Time in Arms with ſome 
rebellious Traytors, in order to get the Domini- 
on over us, to deprive us of our true and right- 
ful Kix, and with him, of every Thing that is 
dear and valuable to us as Men, as Engliſhmen, 
as Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants, —For, laſtly, — 
55. Let us conſider, that if our Liberty is 
wreſted from us now, we ſhall be in a much worſe 
Condition, than when we were laſt in Danger. 
Should our Enemies of the Popiſb Faction pre- 
vail againſt us, they wou'd remember, and they 


wou*d make us alſo to remember all the Oppoſi- 


tion we have made to their Deſigns for above 
C2 theſe 


of his Enemies wo} as to make all Oppoſition 


12 
theſe fifty Years paſt, Their Rage wou'd heighten | 
the natural Inclination they have to reduce us ta 
the vileſt Slavery, both of Body and Mind. For . 
what can poſſibly be em more cal 
and crue] than the Spirit of Popery broke looſe, 
after a Reſtraint of ſome Years put upon it, and 
puſh*d on not only by a ſettled malevolent Prin- 
ciple againſt thoſe, they are pleaſed to term He- 
retics, but by an implacable Hatred and Re- 
venge for Diſappointments paſt ? Fine 
Words to entice, and fair Promiſes to allure ye 
into their Schemes they will indeed be very libe- 
ral in beſtowing z but know —— that their 
Church, which allows them to make ſuch Pro- 
miſes, and give ſuch Aſſurances of Safety and Pro- 
rection to thoſe, whom they deem Heretics, for- 
bids them to fulfil thoſe Promiſes, or make good - 
thoſe Aſſurances, under the Pain of eternal Dam 
nation : Their Religion ſets them free from all 
the Ties of Faith and Truth toward ſuch as we 
are, and ſo ſoon as the Time is come in which 
the Blow may be given with Safety to them- 
ſelves, makes it their abſolute Duty to lay waſte 
and deſtroy all our Civil and Religious LIBER 
TIEs. And how ſtinging will the Reflection be 
to us ! F we ſhou'd ſuffer ourſelves to be deceived 
by their ſooth Words and plauſible Pretences, 
into that wretched Condition 2 being expoſed 
to all the Fury, Bigotry, and mercileſs Cruelties 
of that iniguitous Faction, already drunt with the 
Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the 
Martyrs of Feſus. 

III. I come now in the third and laſt Place 

to point out to you, what muſt be done by us 


particularly 


L211 

particularly at this Time, in order to our ſtanding 

falt in our Ghriſtian and Engliſh Libertv. 
$1. Let us ſtedfaſtly and inviolably 
to thoſe Principles, upon which the Reformation 
firſt and the Revolution-afterwards were founded, 
and not out of falſe Modeſty, and an unbecom- 
ing Complaiſance ever yield that Church to be 
other than idolatrous,. or a Popiſh Prince capable 
| of ruling. with Equity in the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms. The Reaſon of the firſt Re- 
formers quitting the Communion of the Church 
of Rome, and proteſting againſt all her deteſta- 
ble Enormities was, becauſe they were fully con- 
vinced of the hazardous State every one muſt be 
in with regard to his Salvation, who communi- 


cates with that Church in her idolatrous and. abo- 


minable Practices, they knew her to be extremely 
corrupt both in Doctrines and Diſcipline, and 
K v1 came out of her, leſt they ſhou'd be Par- 
takers of ber Sins, and that they might receive not 
of ber Plagues, And can we be 10 ſimple as to 
imagine that Church is grown more pure, and 
leſs corrupt than it was then? No | The Coun- 
cil of Trent has eſtabliſhed all her Iniquities by 
Law; and the innumerable Society of FJeſuits, 
which has ſprung up ſince that Time, are per- 
petually gloſſing over and ſtrenuouſly propagat-- 
ing all her Corruptions. They will compaſs . &a 
and Land to make one Proſelyte, nor can Murders, 
or any Wickedneſs which they muſt wade thro?, 
in the leaſt diſcourage them. — Let us therefore 
from a juſt Abhorrence of ſuch Men, and ſuch 
Practices, learn to be true to our own Principles, 
and look upon that Church to be no-better, and 


adheye 


Hd, * 
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no other than the great Apoſtacy foretold in the 


facred Writings, and fince Idolatry, Falſhood, 
and Cruelty for which that Church is fo remark- 


ably famous, are the certain Characters of the 


entertain more fayourable Opinions of Popery, 


thaff our Fore-fathers had; and ought we not 


rather to conclude, that it is ſpoke of in Scrip 
ture under the Character of Myſtery, Babylon t 


Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of 


the Earth ? \ 
8 2. Let us from the Experience we have had 
of the Deſigns of our Enemies, and the merci- 
ful Goodneſs of God in delivering us out of 
their Hands, learn at leaſt to wnite among our- 
felves, and with one Heart oppoſe our joint En- 
deavours againſt the common Enemy; for we 
know who hath aſſured us, that a Houſe divided 
againſt itfelf cannot ſtand, and every Kingdom di- 
vided againſt itſelf is brought to Deſolation. © © 

F 3. Let us teſtify our Gratitude to Almighty 
God for his fignal Favour to us, by uſing the 
Liberty we as yet enjoy, as becomes wiſe Men 


and good Chriſtians. As free and not ning your 
Liberty for a Cloak of Malicionſneſs, but as the 


Servants of Cod. Let us particularly inform our- 
ſelves wherein the real Difference lies between 
Popery and Proteſtantiſm, that we may be zeal- 
-ous upon Principle for the Prefefſion and Prac- 
rice of true Primitive Chriſtianity, as reformed 


from the Errors and idolatrous Corruptions of 


Popery.—— To conclude, —— 

if are deſirous to become the moſt ab- 
Jett Slaves in Nature; if ye are deſirous to be 
1 a eee dos treated 


Antichyiftian Beaſt, have we the leaſt Ground to 
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treated as ſo many Fools and 7deots, and not be 


truſted with the ement even of your own 
Thoughts; if you are willing to be made the 
Dupes of ignorant ſuperſtitious Monks, and put 
d all your Concerns under their 
nagement ; behold ! the Pretender and Popery 
will receive you with open Arms; he is the 
Perſon, and that the only Form of Religion that 
can ſuit ye ; but if ye have any Value for your 
Liberties, and wou*d chuſe to ſerve God rather 
than Man, PrRoTEsTANTISM and King GzorcGs 
are what ye muſt inviolably adhere to. 3 
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